UPCOMING

+ Holiday Dinner, December
5 @ the Annex

Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

e Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett

e Connie Montgomery

¢ Emily Linton

L]

L]

Communion
Preparation

2025 preparation list is in foyer

Birthday / Anniversary

Bowen Stephens - 4th
Dave Cradic - 6th
Gerri Thrash - 13th
Don Potts - 22nd
Sonja Rowell - 23rd
Gene Hurst - 26th
Keren Thrash - 29th

Men to Serve
Announcements - Shay Cooper
Scripture Reading - Exodus 12:11 - 14
Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell

Head of Lord’s Table - Dwight
Callens

Assist on Lord’s Table - John Tidwell

Scripture Reading - Matthew 27:1 -
10

Closing Prayer - Corey Murphy

T Lamlc{*of God,
who takes awaygt

sin fthe world!”

JOHN 1:29

10/26 /2025

WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

WEEKLY SERVICES & MEETINGS

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study //
9:30 am Bible Study //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

What Are You Looking For?
By Frank Himmel

Many people are looking for a “new church
home.” Perhaps they have recently moved to
different community. Perhaps they feel a desire
to make religion a part of their lives, either for
the first time or a renewal of earlier interest.
Having children sometimes prompts parents to
seek spiritual training for their family. Often,
people are looking for a new church because
they are dissatisfied with their old one.
Whatever the motive, people are looking for a
new church. But what kind of church? What are
they looking for? What are you looking for?
Some are looking for a traditional church, just
like the one they left behind or the one they
grew up in.
Some are looking for an innovative church,
one completely different from anything they
have ever experienced.
Some are looking for a convenient church,
one which is located nearby that will
minimize their travel time.
Some are looking for a friendly church, one
that will quickly welcome them and make
them feel special.
Some are looking for a large church, where
they can get lost in the crowd.
Some are looking for a small church, where
they can get to know everyone well, or in
some cases where they can be more
prominent and exert more influence.
Some are looking for an exciting church, one
with emotionally stirring assemblies.
Some are looking for an entertaining church,
where the music is like a concert and the
preacher is part comedian.
Some are looking for a tolerant church, where
no one will rebuke them if they (or a family
member) live a sinful lifestyle.
Some are looking for a providing church, one
with all kinds of programs and services such
as day care, schools, recreational outings,
exercise classes, etc.
Some are looking for an elite church, where
they will be able to make a name for
themselves or make some good business
contacts by mixing with the upper class.
Something’s missing here, isn’t it? What we
ought to be seeking is a truthful church, one
that follows the New Testament pattern,
upholds God’s revealed truth (1 Timothy 3:15),
and keeps the emphasis where He put it: on
man’s spiritual needs.
What we are looking for in a church says a lot
about us. Honestly, are we trying to please God
or ourselves?

Hiding Behind the Mask
By Isaac Torres

Scooby Doo is a popular cartoon that first
appeared in the 1960s. Even though it has been
through several iterations over the years, each
episode follows the same formula. There is a
villain doing a crime. Scooby and the mystery
gang set up a plan and capture the villain. Then
the villain’s identity is revealed. Regardless of the
make-up applied, the mask worn, or the disguise
donned, the true identity is always revealed. They
cannot stay hidden as their crime always catches
up to them.
Am I wearing a mask? Am I one person on
Sundays and someone different the rest of the
week? I cannot live for Christ one day and then
for myself the rest.
It can be easy to put on a facade. We can please a
lot of people by having one foot for Christ and
one for the world. We can avoid a lot of tough
conversations. If we are not truly following
Christ, we are ultimately just deceiving ourselves.
All will be revealed and brought into light. God
will not be fooled. The mask will be ripped off
and our true allegiance and identity will be
revealed. We will not be able to hide.
We will not be able to hide from our words. In
Matthew 12:36, Jesus said “but I tell you that
every careless word that people speak, they shall
give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.”
We may be able to speak encouraging words
most of the time, but all will be accounted for.
We will not be able to hide from our actions. In
Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus taught that the
righteous fed the hungry, gave drink to the
thirsty, invited strangers in, clothed the naked,
and visited the sick and those in prison. The
accursed did nothing. We may be able to look
good on a Sunday, but did we ever help a brother
in need?
We will not be able to hide from our fruit. In
Matthew 7:15-20, Jesus spoke about good trees
bearing good fruit and bad trees bearing bad
fruit. He said “you will know them by their
fruits.” The fruit eventually reveals the character.
Nothing will be hidden on the day of judgment.
Following this section is one of the most
terrifying passages. Jesus said “Not everyone
who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of
My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will
say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast
out demons, and in Your name perform man;
miracles?” And then I will declare to them,
never knew you; depart from Me, you who
practice lawlessness” (Matthew 7:21-23). Onl
those who are doing the will of the Father wi
enter. God will see under the mask. He will know
who was truly following His will and who was
not. The true identity of all will be revealed;
nothing will be hidden.
Strive to do the will of the Father not just one day
of the week, but throughout our lives. His will
and desire should permeate our lives. It should
affect our words, actions, and fruit. We must do
the will of the Father. Anything else and we are
simply deceiving ourselves. But we will not
deceive God.



